The following historical information is taken from Sesquicentennial Histories of the Fillmore
Utah Stake 1997, The Early History of Meadow, Utah and its people. Written for the
Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the Arrival of the Mormons in Utah, by Tony G. Cowley,
March 31, 1997. (pp. 5-22, emphasis added for this version to highlight specific family lines).

IV.

THE EXISTENCE OF MEADOW AS A RESULT OF FILLMORE’S SETTLEMENT

As soon as the pioneers arrived in the Salt Lake Valley in 1847, Brigham Young had ordered
men to explore the new territory in all directions to locate other areas favorable for future development.
As a result, Parley P. Pratt, with an exploration party, roamed the southern valleys of Utah in 1849 and
1850, documenting several choice areas for further consideration. They broke a crude trail for others to
follow. On their return voyage, they were snowed in at Chalk Creek on January 20, 1850, and decided to
winter there. They called the place Rock Creek.24
The settlement of the city of Fillmore as the Territorial Capital began by order of Brigham
Young in late October 1851. He probably used information gathered by the Pratt party to make his
decision. The town site was chosen due to its central location in the new Territory of Deseret. At that
time, Deseret encompassed an area which covered parts of seven present-day states.
The organization of the settlement party was typical of those designed to locate to a new area
They were structured to offer and maintain self-sufficiency for all the needs of the new community. Selfsufficiency was important simply due to the remoteness of the area and the distance from which materials
and technical expertise was available. A one-way trip to Salt Lake City took seven days by ox team.
Blacksmiths, carpenters, masons, shoemakers, mechanics, teamsters, and many other skilled workers
were required to guarantee the success of the group. Just as important would be the fanners and ranchers
who would provide food and clothing for those involved with building the community. Also, the sheer
number of people involved in such a pursuit served as a deterrent to Indian attack, and therefore
contributed to the general safety of the group.25
In addition to the large number of skilled workers needed to construct the Territorial Capitol
building, skilled workers were needed to construct homes to house the people properly. At first, log
homes and dugouts were built in a square arrangement and enclosed in a fort to offer some protection
from the Indians. The homes were enclosed at first by a series of pickets between the homes, and the
outside walls of the homes served as one wall of the fort. Later, as more people arrived at Fillmore,
--------------------------24 Angus M. Woodbury. Parley P. Pratt’s Exploration of Southern Utah, Utah Historical Quarterly, Vol. Xll, #3,
Utah State Historical Society, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 1944, p. 134.
25 Stella H. Day. Milestones of Millard, pp.2, 26-27.
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the fort was enlarged into a triangular shape, and the settlers began to build homes of adobe.26
Eight-foot high adobe walls replaced the pickets between the homes.27
Many of these workers called to settle Fillmore would later become pioneers of Meadow.
Some of these people were as follows: William Stott Sr., carpenter and blacksmith; William
Henry and Edwin (Sr.) Stott, carpenters; James Fisher, carpenter; Ralph N. Rowley, potter and
mason; James Duncan, farmer and herdsman; Ephraim Tompkinson; Hyrum Bell Bennett,
farmer: Janvrin H. Dame, farmer; John Bushnell, farmer; John Powell, carpenter and furniture
maker; Abraham H. Greenhalgh, weaver; Joseph Brown, carpenter, and John Lemmon.28
The construction of the Capitol Building took about four years, and the town of Fillmore
was starting to take shape. The Capitol Building was never completed to its intended four-wing
design because the decision was made to move the capital to Salt Lake City before construction
efforts advanced beyond that point. Therefore, with the original order and obligation of the
Fillmore pioneers having been fulfilled, they were free to engage in the pursuit of their own
homesteads as the opportunity was presented. Homes were being built outside the original fort as
the perceived Indian threat somewhat subsided with the end of the Walker War and the passing of
Chief Walker in 1855. Men from Fillmore had explored the surrounding areas of the region and
had a fair knowledge of the resources available and which areas would be most favorable to
settlement. All new settlements required the same basic resources: a reliable source of water fur
crop irrigation, fertile soil, the availability of building materials, and grazing lands for domestic
and draft animals.29
V. JAMES DUNCAN, MEADOW PIONEER, 1857

James Duncan Jannet Duncan

The willingness of an individual to assume unknown risk to
venture from familiar and stable surroundings into uncharted
territory in search of something better was the mark of a true
pioneer. James Duncan was one such adventurous man who was
sent to Fillmore in 1853 to help strengthen the settlement and to
help with the Church livestock herd. James was probably pleased
with this assignment, since he had previously known Anson Call
the supervisor of the Fillmore settlement. James had lived at
Bountiful for a short time where Anson had located his permanent
home.30

--------------------------26 VolneyKing. History of Millard County. 1851-1875. Vol. 1, (in four parts), Utah Humanities Review, University
of Utah, Salt Lake City, UIah, 1947, p. 21. Volney King was a prominent early pioneer of Fillmore. He arrived in Fillmore
with his large family in 1851. The King families were very instrumental in the development of Millard County, and Volney
wrote detailed documentation of the settlement of early Millard.
27 Joleen Ashman Robison. Almon Robison. Utah Pioneer, Man of Mystique and Tragedy, Published by
Richard A Robison, Lawrence, Kansas, 1995, p.61.
28 Taken fiom Stella H. Day, Milestones of Millard. pp. 1-17, and from individual biographies listed in the
bibliography.
29 Volney King, p.21.
30 Stella H. Day. Builders of Early Millard, Biographies of Pioneers of Millard County, 1850 to 1875, East
Millard Company of Daughters of Utah Pioneers, Art City Publishing Company, Springville, Utah, 1979, p. 180.
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James lived in the fort at Fillmore where two of his children were born. He had extensive
experience with the area south and west of Fillmore where he had often taken livestock to
pasture. He had known about the lush growth of grass and the stream of mountain water that
soaked into the ground creating the vast meadowland. The area had been called Meadow because
of these characteristics, but the originator of the name is unknown. James had been cautious in his
utilization of the area, and careful not to disturb the Indians. This area was still part of the Corn
Creek Indian Reserve which had been created earlier (See 1870 map of central Utah, page 8).31
James had established a small cabin about three miles west of Meadow on the Meadow
Creek sloughs prior to 1857 which he used as a temporary retreat while attending to his duties.32
The rubble from this cabin is still visible on this land; it is still owned by the Duncan family today.
Meadow Creek was a popular camping ground for many others besides the pioneers. It was
a favorite of the Indians of the area, who used it during nomadic adventures and for seasonal use
when favorable. Its dense growth attracted wildlife which was important to the Indians’ survival.33
It was at Meadow Creek in January 1855 when chief Walker’s group camped due to Walker’s
illness which resulted in his death and burial in the cliffs east of there.
The area was also favored as a resting area by immigrant trains and travelers to the southern
settlements because it had plenty of water and pasture for their animals. The grass was so thick that
the earlier settlers of Fillmore had cut wild grass hay in this area to be used for winter forage.34
It was also at Meadow Creek in 1853 where a clash between the encamped Hudspeth
immigrant party and the Indians instigated the Gunnison Massacre. The skirmish at Meadow Creek
and the ensuing Gunnison Massacre served as a catalyst for the Walker War, which lasted from
1853-54.35
James Duncan had extensive experience spying on the Indians. He spent many nights,
hiding in the cedars, observing their movements.36 He reported their activities to his leaders. On
one occasion, James had observed the burial of Chief Walker in a fashion he hadn’t planned. In
late January 1855, James set out into the foothills to try to locate some lost cattle. He suspected
that the Indians had stolen them. In his search, he met John King of Fillmore, who had also lost
some cattle, and together they continued to look for them. They spied on a camp of Indians who
--------------------------31 Ibid., p. 183
32 Albert C. Peterson. The Life and Families of James Murdock Stewart of Meadow, Utah, 1851-1932, 1987, p, 10.
33 Stella H. Day. Builders of Early Millard, p, 182.
34 Volney King, p. 159
35 Josiah F. Gibbs. Gunnison Massacre-I853-Millard County, Utah, Indian Mareer’s Version of the Tragedy-I894,
Utah Historical Quarterly, Vol. I, #3, Utah State Historical Society, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 1928, p, 70.
36 Albert C. Peterson, p, 10.
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were involved in a funeral ceremony for Chief Walker, who had just died. They saw the Indians
kill animals to be used by the Chief in the life beyond. The Indians had previously warned the
white settlers of the valley not to build a road into the canyon or to even go there because this
was their sacred burial ground. James and John followed the group secretly as they made their
way up the mountain slope. The Indians laid away their Chief in a stone sepulcher which had
been prepared with all the necessities of the afterlife. Horses, hunting equipment, the Chief s two
squaws, and two small children were placed into the burial pit with the Chiefs body.37 James was
horrified to see that one small child, an Indian slave boy, was still alive and pleading for help.
The two men didn’t dare release him for fear of renewed hostilities with the Indians.38
In spite of this experience, and against the advice of his neighbors in Fillmore, James
clung to an idea of locating at Meadow Creek permanently, and using the waters of the stream to
irrigate a farm. The residents of Fillmore were concerned that in doing so, James would incite the
ire of the Indians. In addition, James didn’t even own a gun, so how could he hope to tame a land
infested with unpredictable Indians? 39
James was a stubborn man however, persistent in his thoughts, and so he decided to talk
the matter over with his wife, Jannet. He proceeded to tell her about the lush meadowland seven
miles south of Fillmore, which had good soil and was free from rocks and boulders, which had
been Fillmore’s curse.
James" wife agreed to the plan, so early in 1857 they first moved to James" small cabin
on the sloughs west of Meadow until James could build a suitable dugout on the "ridge" farther
east. This decision was probably made partly due to the fact that the soil at this location was too
alkaline to support crops and vegetable gardens.40 Also during this period of time, the ridge was
located by the main road that led to the southern settlements. The settlement would be Millard
County’s southernmost settlement at the time, predating Kanosh, Petersburg (Hatton), Cove Fort,
and Fort Willden.41
The ridge, as it was called, consists of a heavy, gravelly formation which concludes in a rather
steep drop off of about twenty feet as approached from east to west. This formation continues in a
north-south direction for many miles, possibly for the entire length of the valley, but it is more
prominent in some places than others. It is located where the trash dumpster is situated today,
almost exactly one mile west of present-day Meadow’s Main Street. The ridge is thought to be a
remnant of one of the receding shorelines of prehistoric Lake Bonneville.42 The shape of the
escarpment and the materials found there are consistent with what one might expect to be
deposited by the wave-action of a lake. Other shoreline levels are observable at other places in
the valley.43
--------------------------37 Deseret News. Town of the Week: Meadow, Utah, Village Proud of its History, by Rachel B. Bennett,
February 12, 1950, p. c-9.
38 Stella H. Day. Builders of Early Millard, p. 182.
39 Ibid., p. 181.
40 History of Meadow Ward. Author unknown. p. 1
41 Leavitt Christensen. Birth of Kanosh, published by the town of Kanosh, Utah, Terry Higgs, Mayor, 1995, pp.
1,7,13-14.
42 Volney King, p. 266 .
43 Frank A. Beckwith, pp. 47-48
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As if the odds against James’ success weren’t already apparent, the year 1857 was to be
one of the Territory’s most tumultuous. During the tenth anniversary celebration of the arrival of
the Mormons in the Salt Lake Valley at Silver Lake on July 24th in the mountains east of Salt
Lake City, messengers approached Brigham Young with the news that federal troops (Johnston’s
Army) were en route to Utah to subdue the Mormons and to occupy the Territory. The fear of
their past experiences caused hysteria amongst the citizenry as they prepared for yet another
oppression in their new land. Also, at this time, rumors of a band of approaching Arkansas and
Missouri immigrants partly consisting of the ill-fated Fancher party and the Missouri Wildcats
were circulating. The Fancher party, later to become victims of the Mountain Meadows Massacre,
was different from most immigrant trains in that they wreaked havoc as they passed through the
settlements on their way south to California.44
It was reported that this group of immigrants shot at a boy while he was riding his
horse north of Fillmore, and the bullet barely missed him. Other boys herding cattle at the
Meadow Creek ridge claimed that the immigrants stole their dinners. The immigrant party
camped at the Meadow Creek sloughs and was blamed for poisoning the waters, which
reportedly resulted in deaths of several cattle and some Indians.45
Brigham Young had also asked the southern settlements to prepare for a mass
exodus people from the northern cities should Johnston’s Army be successful in their
invasion of the Territory.
Duncan’s dugout on the ridge was simple. It was a hastily constructed one-room abode
with a dirt floor and a roof made from slats, limbs, and an earthen chalk covering. The room was
far from impervious to insects, scorpions, snakes, rodents, and other uninvited guests of the sort.
Likewise, the roof was far from impervious to water, and the stiff desert winds blew dust and dirt
through numerous cracks in the door and the enclosure wall. These conditions taxed the patience
of Mrs. Duncan, who had been accustomed to a more refined lifestyle in her native Scotland.
Later in 1857, four other families decided to settle at Meadow Creek, and they built
dugouts on the ridge near the Duncans. At this point the historical record of the camp becomes
obscure, due to many accounts of people who were temporary residents who may not have
even built crude homes or who never-stayed for longer than a brief period of time. Some
mention of early names does not bear out to the test of research or record. Nevertheless, other
families not mentioned or known about probably located at Meadow Creek.
The families of Ephraim Tompkinson, John Lemmon, Ralph N. Rowley, and Orson Tyler
--------------------------44Juanita Brooks. The Mountain Meadows Massacre, University of Oklahoma Press, 1950. pp. 15-19,31-59. The
Mountain Meadows Massacre occurred in a high mountain valley in Washington County, Utah along a portion of the old
Spanish Trail known as the Mountain Meadows. The Meadow was a lush, beautiful place with plenty of forage grass and cool
water from a productive spring. It was the last good place along the route to California for travelers to rest, water, and feed their
animals before crossing the forbidding deserts of Nevada and California.
The Massacre occurred during mid-September, 1857, during which time more than one-hundred immigrants from
Arkansas and Missouri were killed by Indians and members of the local Militia. Only eighteen small children were spared.
Rumors of wrongdoings by the immigrants, the spirit of the times, memories of persecution in the past, and fear of further
persecution all contributed to the cause of the Massacre.
45 Volney King, p. 261.
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were in the first group to accompany the Duncans on the ridge.46 Ephraim Tompkinson was a
manufacturer of “spiritous liquor,” and moved his distillery from Fillmore to a location above the
cultivated fields where the present town site of Meadow was to be located some five years later.
He was the first person to locate at that site.47
The settlers at Meadow Creek created their cultivated fields above their encampment on
the ridge. They pitched in together to help each other get established. They stayed for the 1857
season, but left to winter in Fillmore for fear of Indian trouble.48 The decision to move back to
Fillmore for the winter of 1857-58 may have been prompted by a gruesome discovery in
October 1857 on the Meadow Creek ridge, wherein two travelers from Montana were found
murdered in their camp. The Indians had stripped them of their clothing and their belongings,
leaving their bodies to be discovered days later.49
During the first season of 1857, approximately thirty-five acres of wheat were
harvested from a single plot of land worked by the entire group. 50
In the spring of 1858, the settlers of the previous year returned to continue their efforts
at farming, and they were joined by several new families, mostly from Fillmore. Among these
families was Benjamin Robison, Timothy King (who established a dairy herd)51, Alfred Safford,
Abraham Greenhalgh, and brothers Alanson and Ransford Colby.52 Hyrum Bell Bennett
arrived on June 25, 1859.53
Two children were born during the first three years on the Ridge. The first, a girl
named Elizabeth, was born to the Rowley family; a boy David was born in February 1859 to
the Duncans.54
In addition to the dugout structures built by the settlers the year before, some log
and timber homes were built during the season of 1858. Ephraim Tompkinson built the first
log home. There was no official LDS Branch organization although James Duncan was
appointed by Bishop Lewis Brunson of Fillmore to be the general supervisor of religious
activities at Meadow Creek. As such, it was James’ duty to oversee the general
development of the community, as well as to supervise the spiritual activities of the group.55
The difference between the settlement at Meadow and the one at Fillmore was the fact
--------------------------46 Stella H. Day, Builders of Early Millard, p. 721.
47 Volney King, p. 271.
48 Meadow Ward Records, 1857.
49 Volney King, p. 261.
50 Meadow Ward Records, 1857, reported by Ralph N. Rowley.
5l Larry R. King. Kings of the Kingdom, printed by Larry R. King, Orem,
Utah, 1996, p. 66.
52 Meadow Ward Records, 1858.
53 Volney King, p. 271. There are conflicting dates concerning this item. Some biographies say 1857,
and others, 1864.
54 Stella H. Day. Milestones of Millard, p. 312.
55 Meadow Ward Records, 1858.
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that Meadow’s settlement was not the result of an organized movement directly ordered by
Brigham Young. It was based more or less on random development by local individuals and
opportunistic travelers who may or may not have had skills to offer. Upon occasion, people were
sent there when the need was great. Since the group did not contain the full complement of
craftsmen required to build a community from scratch, the pioneers still relied heavily upon
supplies and provisions from Fillmore.56
Life during the first few years on the ridge was challenging. The families still occupied
the area on a seasonal basis until sometime after 1860, since the U.S. Census for the year 1860
still lists the residences of many of the Meadow pioneers as existing in Fillmore.57 An 1860
census for Meadow Creek does not exist. Also, the Indian situation was still questionable.
1859 was a particularly dry year although a few crops were raised. The water from
Meadow Creek was reduced to a trickle by the time it reached the ridge. It was muddy, smelly,
and seldom made it to the ridge on hot summer days. The water situation was especially critical
since water from the creek was used for culinary purposes as well as for irrigating fields and
watering stock. The cultivated fields were above the encampment, and the animals which were
kept there added to the problem. The filthy overflow sometimes proceeded to the ridge.58
An earthquake was felt at Meadow Creek on January 16, 1860. The main tremor was
succeeded by two small aftershocks, which seemed to cause no damage.59
VI.

A NEW TOWN SITE

The inhabitants of the ridge held a meeting and discussed the seriousness of their
situation. They decided that it might be better to relocate the town one mile east of the present
location, which was above their fields and corrals. At that spot, there was also a better flow of
cleaner water. They decided to survey a town site at the new location and draw lots for homes.
The move to the newly designated town site took place over a period of time between
1860 and 1862. With the water shortage such as it was, the settlers refused to allow any new
families to locate on Meadow Creek, or take up water rights. Brigham Young, during a trip to
the southern settlements, stopped at Meadow Creek and urged the citizens to allow further
colonization at the community, promising that there would be enough water and land for all
who wished to locate there.60
There was still some seasonal cross-migration between Meadow Creek and Fillmore
until about 1862. The early Branch records state that on average, only three to four families
--------------------------56 Jesse Milligan. A personal correspondence in January 1997 containing an excerpt of the autobiography of
Abram Daniel Taysom describes how Abram’s father was sent to Meadow in the early years of settlement to fulfill the
need of a shoemaker.
57 National Archives, U.S. Census Department, Sixth Census of the United States: 1860 population, Brigham
Young University tape #0025541.
58 Meadow Ward Records, 1859.
59 Journal History of the Church, January 16, 1860.
60 Stella H. Day. Milestones of Millard, pp. 312-313.
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lived at Meadow Creek on a more permanent basis until up to 1862.61 Some others owned land
at Meadow, but they lived at Fillmore and operated from there on a seasonal basis, or hired out
others to work their lands. Many new families arrived after 1862. Some were not satisfied with
the conditions of the fledgling community and went back to Fillmore or moved to other places.
Other families stayed for a few years before leaving. Since Meadow was the last stable
settlement for some distance going south, some families may have only planned to stay
temporarily in preparation to move to the southern settlements.
As each new family arrived who wished to stay, the common field was enlarged to
accommodate additional crop cultivation.
The new town site was surveyed by James Duncan, Philander Stewart, and Chandler
Holbrook of Fillmore.62 The streets were oriented north and south parallel to true north, which
was consistent with the plan used in other Utah cities. The city blocks were laid out to be ten
acres square, and were divided into two lots each. Taking into account the amount of land used to
make roads, the actual size of the block was just slightly less than eight acres.
The original town site at Meadow Creek occupied the land between one block west of
Main street, and between Main street and approximately one-and-one-half blocks east on what is
now the present site of Meadow. Each man over twenty-one and each head-of-household was
allowed to draw straws for a lot.63
There is evidence from a March 19, 1873 statement in the Meadow Ward records that
sixteen-year-old boys were allowed to draw for lots previous to 1873. On that day it was
unanimously voted by the governing body of the town to repeal the practice of allowing lots to be
drawn by sixteen-year-old boys, because there were many neglected lots in town. Present owners
were allowed to retain ownership of their lot as long as they performed as much work on them as
was required of other lots, but were not allowed to draw water for these lots until they were
acceptably fenced and at least partially cultivated.64
The pioneers followed the advice of Brigham Young when appropriating land before the
homestead era. For more than twenty years until the federal land office was opened in 1869 in
Salt Lake City, the LDS Church was in charge of apportioning land, usually the Bishop (trustee)
in charge of the locality. The general philosophy was that no man should be allotted more land
than what he could properly cultivate or care for within reasonable means, with the idea that it
was the Lord’s land. Often if a man practiced polygamy, he was given more land in proportion to
his family size as opposed to what a single or monogamous man might receive. If a man
neglected to till or care for the land, it could be confiscated or reassigned.65 The example from the
Meadow Ward records in the preceding paragraph illustrates how this principle might have been
applied.
--------------------------61 Meadow Ward Record, 1857-62.
62 lbid.
63 Stella H. Day. Milestones of Millard, p. 314.
64 Meadow Ward Records, March 19, 1873.
65 Charles Hillman Brough. Irrigation in Utah, Vol. XV, Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 1898, p. 1819.
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Men immediately started clearing brush and building homes on their newly acquired lots.
While some built simple one-room log or timber structures, others preferred to build
substantial homes from blue clay adobe brick.
Brigham Young had counseled the pioneers concerning the use of adobe for
building, stating that it made a strong and durable building material when properly
implemented.66
The clay for the adobes at Meadow Creek came from the sloughs three miles west of
town. The clay at the sloughs was of a heavy, dense, slick, alkaline nature; these properties
proved to produce adobes of excellent quality. When the clay dried, the bricks were heavy,
dense, and durable. They were called blue adobe due to the characteristic blue hue of the
clay.67
James Duncan, being an expert adobe maker, was the first to build a new adobe home in
the new town. He lived in his dugout on the ridge until it was completed. Many other men
around town made their own adobes as well.68 One day the wind was blowing furiously, and the
dust was so heavy that Mrs. Duncan couldn’t stand it any longer. She picked up a few belongings
and moved to the new adobe house in town, even though it wasn’t quite finished yet.69
The adobe bricks were made by adding the proper amount of the blue clay and water into
a large wooden barrel-shaped mixing vat. Large paddles inside the vat were attached to a shaft
and a pole outside which were harnessed to horses. The horses were led around the vat in a
circular motion and the paddles inside the vat would churn the mud/water mixture into a paste of
the proper texture and consistency for pouring into brick molds. The clay was fine and dense,
and required a lot of mixing while additional amounts of water were added until the clay swelled
to its maximum volume. Sometimes straw and other material was added to reinforce and
strengthen the mixture. The resulting mixture was poured out into wooden molds, troweled off
level, and left to dry in the sun. When dry enough, the molds were stripped off and the bricks
were placed in the sun to dry more completely. Sometimes many thousands of bricks were
needed, depending upon the size of the structure being built.70 There are some adobe buildings in
Meadow today that are still in a fair state of preservation, even after having endured the elements
for more than one hundred years.
Bricks made later on were manufactured the same way except that a different type of
clay was used and the bricks were fired in a kiln after sun drying. These bricks were much
harder and much more durable than the bricks made from adobe, and they assumed a beautiful
pink or red hue after being fired in the kiln. There are many such homes built from this fired red
brick in use in Meadow today.
Since the production of brick was extremely important to the pioneers, most early
communities devoted a lot for these purposes. The Meadow Ward records for 1873 indicate that
--------------------------66 MaJout; Beatrice Baker, Editor, Daughters of Utah Pioneers Publishing Committee, Chronicles of Courage, Vol.
5, Daughters of Pioneers, Utah Publishing Company, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1994, p. 249-252.
67 Albert C. Peterson, p. 31.
68 Stella H. Day. Builders of Early Millard, p.181.
69 Albert C. Peterson, p. 14.
70 Kate B. Carter. Heart Throbs of the West, Vol. 1, p. 307.
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this was the case.71 It is not known where this brick yard was located, or if there was more than
one, but a personal history written by Clara Bennett Sorensen tells of a brick kiln in their west
field. Clara told about hauling bricks from the kiln to her brother’s lot on Main street where he
was building a house. 72
Mortar for bricks was made of a lime/sand mixture, to which water was added. The
mixture would set up after water was added, yielding an excellent bonding material. To acquire
the lime needed to make mortar, men located a deposit of limestone. After the raw limestone was
collected, it was heated in a kiln at high temperatures until it “cracked” to its more fundamental
form called quicklime. Quicklime is very reactive; it sets up solidly within a short amount of time
and makes a durable mortar.
One such deposit of limestone exists about two miles southwest of Meadow on an outcrop
called the “Rock Corral,” near the hot springs. Clifford Stewart, an earlier resident of Meadow
now deceased, told the author many years ago that the lime used to build many of the early brick
structures came from that location.73
Other men hauled logs from the eastern mountains to build log homes. There was an
abundance of timber in Meadow Canyon. Teams were used to drag the logs from the canyons and
to the building site where they were hand-hewn to fit as tightly as possible. The remaining cracks
were chinked with mud or lime mortar. Most of the early log cabins had dirt floors, but even at
this, they were a grand improvement over the dusty dugouts on the ridge.
Nails were probably near nonexistent in Meadow in these early years. Later on, crude
square-head nails made of forged iron were acquired. They were very brittle, but much easier to
use than wooden pegs for securing framing members.
By 1862, most of the people had suitable homes built, the water supply was more reliable
and accessible, and the basic needs of the people had been satisfied. For the time being, everyone
had enough food, and the settlement at Meadow Creek became permanent.74 A short article in the
Deseret News for February 19, 1862 stated that a group of fifteen families was currently present
at Meadow Creek, and that they had built a respectable community.75
The town continued to grow, and by census time in 1870, Meadow Creek would have
one-hundred ninety-three residents.76 Many of the new residents came from Fillmore. Many new
residents came from the abandoned settlement at Deseret, having been discouraged by the
breakage of the dams on the Sevier River. By 1863 Meadow had grown enough that it was
evident to church leaders in Fillmore that a new branch of the Church was necessary. William
--------------------------71 Meadow Ward Records, 1873.
72 Clara Marinda Bennett Sorensen. Biography of Hyrum Bell Bennett, Martha Smith, Ellen Greenhalgh, and
Clara M. B. Sorensen. n.d., p. 4. Clara was a daughter of the first Bishop of Meadow, Hyrum Bell Bennett; the home being
built was for her brother, Jesse J. Bennett.
73 Albert C. Peterson, p. 16. The house of William Stewart described in this article used lime from the Rock Corral.
The lime was used to manufacture a primitive form of concrete which was poured into forms to build the walls, which are
about twenty inches thick at the base.
74 Stella H. Day. Milestones of Millard, p.313.
75 Deseret Weekly News. February 19,1862,p.2.
76 National Archives, U.S. Census Department, Seventh Census of the United States: 1870 population, Brigham
Young University tape #553110.
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Henry Stott of Fillmore was called to be the Presiding Elder of the new Meadow Creek Branch, as
it was called. William Henry, his father, William Sr., and his brother-in-law James Fisher
permanently relocated to Meadow Creek the next year in 1864.77 Edwin Stott Sr., a brother to
William Henry, states in his autobiography that there was barely one road in Meadow, Main Street,
when he moved there in 1865.78
Henry C. Taysom, who moved to Meadow in 1866 with his father Charles, states that there
were eleven families in Meadow at that time. He went on to say that the Meadow Creek Branch,
as small as it was, donated one thousand pounds of supplies, two wagons, and two drivers toward
the immigrant program in 1868. Henry drove one wagon, filled with five hundred pounds of flour,
to Laramie, Wyoming to gather new immigrants.79
VII. GROWTH AND EXPANSION
During the period of time between 1862 and 1870, many new families arrived at Meadow
Creek. In addition to the ones mentioned before, some of these families were: Samuel, Hyrum,
and Joseph Adams and families; Elias A.
Beckstrand (1869); William Bond (1870);
John Bushnell (1863); John Gull and the
Criddle families (1867); Robert and John
Martin (1867); John Powell (1868); John
Nield (1870); William, James M., and Neil
M. Stewart (1869); Silas S. Smith (1864);
John Knowles (abt. 1870); Henry Crump;
Charles Galloway; Joseph Brown; Haken
Anderson; James Howarth; Thomas Wade
(1868); John Western; Thomas Killian;
John Stredder; William Parker; Martin
Littlewood; Jacob and William Ferguson;
and Samuel McBride (see map on next
page to view where some of the families
lived).
Early Meadow Pioneers. Left to right, front row: Emma Goddard,
The families of Henry George
Hannah F. Stewart, Anne J. Duncan, Jannette S. Greenhalgh,
Labrum and Richard Cowley Sr. arrived
Mary J. Stott Duncan. Second row: Benjamin Goddard, James
Fisher, Hyrum Bell Bennett, James Duncan, Neil M. Stewart.
Third row: Jesse J. Bennett, David Duncan, William Stewart,
Elias Beckstrand, James M. Stewart, Henry George Labrum,
and Hyrum Beckstrand.

--------------------------77 F. Earl Stott. Life Sketch of William H. Stott, n.d., p. 3.
78 Edwin Stott. A Sketch of My Life, n.d., p, 3.
79 Edna Hammer Kotter. Life of Henry Cornelius Taysom, taken from his autobiography, nd., p. 2.
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more or less as a family group in 1872.80 Other members of the Labrum family group consisting
of John George Labrum, Thomas George Labrum, Alva Butler, and William Wooten owned lots
in Meadow in 1873 according to the Meadow Ward records, but no evidence was found that they
actually lived there. It is suspected that they may have lived at Meadow for at least a short time,
because it was not customary to grant lots to individuals unless they lived there or had intentions
of working the land.
William H. Stott, being the new Presiding Elder, was now in charge of religious
direction, and he also performed the duties of mayor. He was now in charge of assigning town
lots, water, and farm ground to new arrivals.81 This was the general practice in most Utah towns
until 1869, when a government land office was established in Salt Lake City; Church leaders
had the responsibility of appropriating land to individuals prior to that time.82
Town blocks were now being divided into four lots each instead of just two, and each
new family was given a lot and one share of water to go with it. In addition to the town lot,
twenty acres of land and six shares of irrigation water was granted. Each time a new family
arrived, the common field the pioneers were cultivating was increased in size accordingly.83 The
large field containing the cultivated acreage of the pioneers was enclosed by one fence, and the
twenty-acre parcels within were individually owned by each family, although operated in a
communal manner by all the members of the community.
Land outside of the large field was public domain, and was used for grazing. Early in the
spring, cattle were driven daily to the eastern foothills to take advantage of the abundant growth
of the new spring vegetation. This was a job for the children. In the summer, the cattle were taken
to the sloughs west of town where grasses and other plants grew abundantly in the marsh: lowlands
of the Meadow Creek sloughs. There was plenty of water for the cattle at the sloughs as well. In
the fall, the cattle were taken to the large common field to pasture from the land after the crops
had been harvested.84
A newspaper article in the Deseret News for March 12, 1870 states that the people at
Meadow Creek were in the process of fencing in new land, which would double the size of
the present field. This reflects the amount of growth during the late 1860’s. Also of interest in
this same article was the mention of an epidemic of the mumps, and harsh weather conditions
that dampened efforts to plow the fields.85
In 1862 Congress passed the Homestead Act, which allowed a person to acquire title
to one hundred sixty acres of federal land if he was able to live on and make significant
--------------------------80 This information was gathered from individual biographies and historical records listed in Stella H. Day’s
Builders of Early Millard, and Milestones of Millard, and from individual biographies, personal histories, and Church
records listed in the bibliography. It was not intended be all-inclusive.
81 William Henry Stott, /852. Author unknown, n.d p. 2. Appears to be part of a larger document.
82 Laureen Richardson Jaussi and Gloria Duncan Chaston. Genealogical Records of Utah. Deseret Book
Publishing Company, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1974, pp. 275-276.
83Neil Murdock Stewart. Autobiography, 1931, p. 1.
84Mary A Beckstrand. A Sketch of My Life, n.d, p. 6
85 Deseret Weekly News. March 22,1870, p. 2., correspondence from Meadow, Millard County on March
12, 1870 by John L. Smith.
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improvements to the land within a five-year period. If successful, the person would be given a “patent
deed” from the United States Government. A patent deed is the very first deed granted by the
government to an individual which gives legal title to a piece of federal land. In Utah, applications for
patent deeds were initiated in 1865, which meant that full title would not begin to be granted until five
years later in 1870, at the least, if all the conditions of the Homestead Act were fulfilled.86
The pioneers were good surveyors and had laid out their town sites and much of the surrounding
land. In spite of the fact that the work of the early land surveyors was accurate, the U.S. government
refused to acknowledge and accept their work as valid. As a result, the pioneers were essentially viewed
as mere squatters on public land since they didn’t hold true title to their properties.87 Government
surveyors came to the Territory at a later date and basically repeated the work which the pioneer
surveyors had already performed. A government land office wasn’t opened until 1869 in Salt Lake City,
after which legal land documents could then be obtained.88
In Fillmore, title to land wasn’t granted until September 1871; some families had been occupying their
homes and farms for twenty years before being granted a patent deed. Prior to 1871, the security of true
land ownership was in limbo.89
Early biographies of the pioneers at Meadow Creek state that their original twenty-acre land
grant was taken away with the advent of homesteading, and they then acquired one-hundred sixty acre
parcels recognized by the government.90 This was probably because the new homesteads were aligned
along newly formed government survey lines that cut through the old fields that the pioneers originally
fenced for common ownership.
As Meadow grew, new families located farther east of Main Street in the new town. It was
possible to tell when families arrived by how far east in town they lived. John Gull drew up a onehundred sixty acre homestead which covered much of the eastern half of the present town site. This
homestead was a long narrow rectangle of land enclosing all of the land from 150 East and eastward to
the Meadow Irrigation Company collection pond east of town, and all the land from 100 South to 100
North (east of 150 east--see the map, next page). At this time, free lots were no longer given out. As new
settlers arrived, John sold lots (four per block, as was the convention).91
In 1866, almost ten years after the first families located on Meadow Creek, the citizens
--------------------------86 Kate B. Carter. Heart Throbs of the West, Vol. 1., p. 126.
87 Lieutenant John W. Gunnison. The Mormons, or Latter-Day-Saints, in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake: A History
of Their Rise and Progress, Peculiar Doctrines, Present Condition, and Prospects, Derived From Personal Observation
During a Residence Among Them. Reprinted from the original edition of 1852 by Lippincott and Grambo, Philadelphia by
Paradigm Publications, Brookline, Massachusetts, 1993, pp. 144-145.
88 Charles Hillman Brough. p.36.
89 Stella H. Day. Milestones of Millard, p. 34.
90 Stella H. Day. Builders of Ear/y Millard. p.693.
91 Mil1ard County Land Abstracts, Book I, Millard County Recorder’s Office, Fillmore, Utah, p. 235. Also taken
from individual entries in the Abstract books for lots located east of 150 East in Meadow. All of these lots located within the
description above list John Gull as the original Grantor after title was secured from the government through a homestead.
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were still oblivious as to the future validity of their land claims. At this time the town was well
on its way to becoming a viable community, but there was considerable question concerning the
location of the town site and its relationship to the Corn Creek Indian Reservation boundary.
This excerpt from the Journal History of the Church, submitted by George A. Smith on May
21, 1866 seems to clarify the predicament of the settlers:
“Governor Durkee has visited the Pantranagat mines. He also visited Millard County by
the request of the Interior Department, and ascertained that the Indian Reservation was extended
over the settlements of Petersburg and Meadow Creek.”92
By 1873, there were approximately fifty families living at Meadow Creek. From the
Meadow Creek Branch records for that year, the following information was found:
Names of persons owning lots in Meadow, A.D. 1873. (and numbers of lots owned)93

William H. Stott

2

William Ferguson

1

William Stott
Ruth Parker
Ralph Rowley
Abraham Greenhalgh
Peter Greenhalgh
Jacob Ferguson
H.M. Relief
Society L. Smith
Merian
John Rowley
Robert Martin
Henry Crump
Singleton Ferguson
Joseph Adams
Mary Western
John Stredder
John Bushnell
Thomas Callister
John Knowles
Joseph Brown
James Fisher
Silas Smith
Edwin Stott
Henry C. Taysom
John Martin
William Stewart
John Gull
Haken Anderson
Elias A. Beckstrand
William Wooten
Samuel Adams

2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1

William Adshead
William Bond
Oscar Anderson
James Stewart
Charles Criddle
John Labrum
Henry George Labrum
James Howarth
John Nield
Richard Cowley
Alva Butler
Hank Knowles
Hyrum Adams
Martin Littlewood
John E. Nield
George Littlewood
Thomas Labrum
Thomas Wade
Lydia Smith
Hyrum B. Bennett
James Duncan
Charles Taysom
Charles Galloway

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
1
1

PUBLIC LOTS RESERVED
Brick Yard
Meeting House
School House
Tithing Office
Public Square

1
1
1
1
4

--------------------------92 Journal History of the Church, May 21, 1866.
93 Meadow Ward Records, 1873, parentheses added.
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Meadow Ward Records as late as 1880 and 1881 reveal a hint of the anxiety citizens had
concerning land ownership and the acquisition of lawful land titles. It must be remembered that
many people had lived on their property for more than twenty years without having lawful title
recognized by the government. On January 2, 1880, a new land committee was appointed,
enlisting the following individuals, “to consider the land question in general, both city and
field.”94
William Stott
William Stewart
Silas M. Smith
Abraham Greenhalgh
John Gull
Henry George Labrum

John B. Bushnell
James Duncan Jr.
Joseph H. Fisher
Elias A. Beckstrand
Joseph S. Dame

This new committee appointed a new group of individuals at this time to look after “field
and fence.”95 It is interesting to note that this committee mostly consisted of the younger men of
the town at that time (to do the foot work in the fields), while the main land committee above
contained mostly veteran pioneers. The members of the “field and fence” committee were:
David Duncan
Franklin Smith
Peter Greenhalgh

Neil M. Stewart
Edward B. Bushnell

Meadow was moving from the communal stage of land management to individual land
ownership. On September 14, 1880, another town meeting was held to discuss extending the
boundaries of the town to the limit of the public survey, and to allow the outside areas to be
available for homesteading.
Abraham Greenhalgh then announced his intention to homestead the land bordering the
northern boundary of Meadow, excluding one square block (called a “forty” in the Ward Records)
north of the John Gull homestead for continued use as a public square.96
During a meeting on May 24, 1881, Henry George Labrum suggested citizen efforts to
“take steps to secure (title) to the hay grounds” west of Meadow. This ground had been in use as
a common pasture up to this time and still belonged to the government.97
By 1900, there were twelve ten-acre blocks developed and improved in Meadow.98
--------------------------94 Ibid., 1880.
95 Ibid.
96 Ibid.
97 Ibid., 1881. Parentheses added.
98 Ibid., 1900.
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