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Life Sketch of 
 
Joseph Leo Stott 
Son of Joseph Lees Stott & Sarah Ellen Bennett 
28 Oct. 1894 – 25 Aug. 1959 
 
By Velma Stott, his wife 
Compiled by Joan Stewart Stott (daughter-in-law) 
[Edited] by Tom L. Day (grandson), Feb. 2010 

 

Joseph Leo Stott was born October 28, 1894, at Provo Utah to Joseph Lees and Sarah Ellen 
Greenhalgh [Bennett] Stott, [Sarah Ellen Bennett was Leo’s mother. Sarah Ellen Greenhalgh was 
the mother of Sarah Ellen Bennett; see history of Sarah Ellen Bennett Stott.] where his father was 
attending school at B.Y.U. He was a chubby and baldheaded, lovable child. He didn’t have any hair 
until he was about 2 years old. It was curley-- so his mother combed it in ringlets until he was about 
5 years old--before she had it cut. Then when she did have it cut, he looked so different that his 
uncle Eli and Emil Pearson called him "Slick". That name went through life with him. Wherever he 
went, someone always called him "Slick". 

His father taught school in Kanosh in 1895 - 96, where they lived--moving back to Meadow in 
about 1896. [In the spring of 1896 Leo’s father, Joe, left on a mission to California, having received 
his call while attending B.Y. Academy in Provo. Leo was just one year old and his mother was 
pregnant with Leo’s brother, Cleon, born Aug. 23, 1896. Before leaving, he built a 2-roomed home 
for Sarah to live in. Joe returned in July 1897 due to many hardships at home. On 2 Sep. 1898 his 
sister, Melba was also born in that 2-roomed home.] 

His father and Wm [Jesse, Sarah’s brother] Bennett and Joseph Beckstrand went in together and 
made enough brick to build each of them a small home. Leo’s father’s home was built 2 blocks 
straight East of the church, on the North East corner of 3rd East Street. They hired very little skilled 
help. Leo’s father took what jobs he could find and he taught school in Kanosh [until leaving on 
mission in spring of 1896]. That was his [Leo’s] home until he married. 

Leo was a very well behaved child—“very disciplined childhood, but Leo liked discipline and 
carried it on through his own family.” Leo was very small for his age and his mother had him wear 
short knee length pants--called knick a bockers pants--. They came just below the knee-- gathered 
on a band. He was the only boy his age that wore them. He had his first pair of long pants when he 
went to High school. 

“He was a very happy child and loved to be with the crowd.” He loved animals --especially 
horses. 

I remember Leo --most of all-- nearly always on a horse, but very seldom alone. He loved 
small children and he always took one (any child) for a ride--wherever he went 

“When games were played, he was always there.” He loved games of all kinds. As a child, they 
didn’t have manufactured games as they have today, so they had to make their own games-- such as 
Kick the Can, Run sheep Run, Hide and Seek, Hop Scotch, Marbles, Horse shoe pitching, Anti 
lover, One old cat, and ballgames and many others. 

“He was athletic and loved all outside sports--basketball and baseball and horse racing & was 
always one of the star players. He played on the winning team at the Millard Academy at Hinckley 
in 1913 & 1914 and on the B.Y.U. baseball team in 1914-1915.” 

Leo attended B.Y.U., where he took his teacher’s training and he was very active in his 
athletic work. Their baseball-team won the championship that year and Leo was one of the 
main players on the team. His picture is still posted with the all-star teams at the BYU. 

In the fall of 1915, Leo came back to Meadow to teach school in the elementary school. He 
taught the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades.  

“He was captain of a ball team wherever he went. If they didn’t have a team in the town where 



	   2	  of	  	  6	  

he was, he soon got one going. He was a very strong character with very high ideals and wanted so 
much to finish his education.” 

 
Leo and Velma Bushnell were engaged in 1916 and married July 17, 1917 at her parent’s 

home in Meadow, Utah by Bishop Jessie J. Bennett (brother of Leo’s mother, [Sarah Ellen 
Bennett]). 

“He worked on his father’s farm and taught school in the winter. We moved into (one room) 
the home of Mary Jane Duncan or where Clem Duncan now lives (for $5 per month), and he 
taught again in Meadow, 1917-1918.” 

“On May 4, 1918, a daughter was born (Nadine) and he was so proud of her. Leo was a lover of 
all children and made a fuss over every child he met.” 

 
Then World War I broke out: “But now the war and so many of the boys were sent to war. 

Cleon, his brother, was on a mission, so all he made at teaching school ($100.00) went into the 
family pot to keep [help] Cleon and the family expenses.”  

 
“Then on Aug. 9, 1918 he [Leo] was called into the army service at Camp Lewis (Washington) 

in Motor Transport, where he stayed until the armistice was signed and he was released in March 
1919.” 

 
[Work and Community Service] 
Leo taught school and was principal in Deseret 2 years--1920-21 & 1921-22 and in Delta in 1922-
23. 
[In 1923 his father died and Leo took his place as County Assessor for 7 ½ years.] 
He was mayor of Meadow and served many years as member of [the] town board. Electric 

lights came to Meadow during the time he served [1926]. 
He was called as Bishop of Meadow Ward in 1926 to 1936. 
[He] Helped organize and set up the First Grazing Board and was Secretary and Treasurer for 

Millard District. 
[He] Served on the Meadow Irrigation board--both as President and member of the board for 

many years. [He] Helped to put in our city cement ditch project to conserve water, which is a credit 
to any community. 

[He] Was an active member of the Fillmore Lion’s Club [since 1948]--where he served as 
President and for the past four years has been the president of the East Millard celebration and Race 
Meet-- sponsored by the Lion’s Club--which has been a big success and a credit to any group or 
community. 

He also served for many years as Board Member for Mr. Neilson at the Fillmore State Bank and 
reappointed when the Bank was sold and is a board member at this time. 

He is also holding the office as Vice President of the Utah Herford Association.  
[He] was one of the first Board Members of Oasis Seed Plant since it [was] first organized.  
He is also a Board member of the Jr. Livestock show, held each year at Delta.  
[He] Was on the Draft Board during the World War II. 
[He] served as Millard County School Board member. 

 
Leo has 7 children (all living at this time) and 28 grandchildren. 

He is farming about 500 acres alfalfa, 800 acres dry grain and 10 acres of corn silage, many 
acres of grazing land and pastures to care for his Purebred Hereford cattle. We own all our 
machinery to operate the farm. Our two sons [Joe and Ben] take care of the farm labor and Leo 
takes care of the cattle, which is a full time job for all. 

He and the boys are raising Holstein calves as a side issue at this time. He has in the feed pens--
around 250 head--ranging from baby calves to one and a half to two years old--which will be bred 
and put up for sale when they become of age. 

He has worked hard to improve his Hereford cattle herd, which he is very proud of. He is 
running about 150 clear purebred cattle--which is Vern Diamond-Vance Lodge and Zato Heir-- 
breeding. 
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“Leo was very efficient and had very high ideals. He read a lot and kept up with the topics of the 

time as well as to gain more knowledge. He was very studious and if he had a job to do, he did it 
well. The study of Human Nature or psychology was his favorite past time and reading.” 

“He was very honest and trust-worthy--his word was as good as his bond. He was a good thinker 
and when he said anything, it was well timed and to the point. Being well read, he could converse on 
most any subject. He was proud--loved his family and friends. He had a strong will power to control 
his desires & if he thought there was any chance of a habit getting control, he was very deft against 
it.” 

“He was so proud of his family and lived with only the hopes that they would live so he could 
always be proud of them and that they would be honest, up right, exemplary parents and citizens.”  

“We had 7 children--5 girls--2 boys---Nadine, Leola Aug 8 1920, Stella Vee Nov 8 1922, 
Joseph B May 16 1925, Donna May [Mae] June 21 1927, Leo Ben June 12 1931, Reah Knell 
Aug 3 1933.” 

 
A few of the people who have worked for us are Lawrence and Ordell Safford, Leland 

Bushnell, D. Robinson, August Pearson, Clint Monroe, Bill "Shorty" McGown and Earl Hansen. 
 

[Corrections, highlighting and chart added Feb. 2010 by Tom L. Day, a grandson through 
daughter Nadine Stott Day. Yellow highlighted sections are quotes from Velma’s 
personal handwritten notes SEE BELOW. 
 
Note: about son Joseph B --- there is NOT a . after the B as it was meant to represent 
other last names in the family line that started with B, such as Bennett, Bushnell, 
Brockbank, Bell, as told to me by his wife Joan Stewart Stott, Jan. 2010.] 
 
[For other details on Leo’s life, see his autobiography.] 
 
Parents: 
Joseph Lees Stott 
Sarah Ellen Bennett 
Children: Birth: Death: 
Nadine 4 May 1918 2 Nov 2005 
Leola 8 Aug 1920   
Stella Vee 8 Nov 1922 16 Feb 2006 
Joseph B 16 May 1925   
Donna Mae 21 June 1927   
Leo Ben 12 June 1931 13 June 2003 
Reah Knell  3 Aug 1933   
 
[Updated: Feb 3, 2010] 
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Handwritten notes by Velma Stott 
Sections in highlighted yellow above are from these notes. 
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