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LIFE STORY OF MY GRANDMOTHER 
FRANCIS ELIZABETH HUMBLE FERGUSON 

Wife of Jacob Singleton Ferguson 
 

AS I REMEMBER AND AS TOLD TO ME BY MY MOTHER 
FRANCIS ELIZABETH FERGUSON BUSHNELL 

BY VELMA BUSHNELL STOTT 
 

Clarification and comments in [  ] added  
by Tom L. Day, grandson of Velma, Jan 2010 

 
[The reader should note from the beginning that this family line will be confusing since 

there were two daughters of George & Mary Ann Humble named Elizabeth. Francis (with an ‘i’) 
Elizabeth was born 1828 and her sister Frances (with an ‘e’) Elizabeth was born 1830. Both 
sisters became the wife of Jacob S. Ferguson, a polygamist marriage. Francis Elizabeth married 
Jacob 31 Aug 1851 and bore him 10 children; Frances Elizabeth married Jacob 24 May 1862 and 
bore him 6 children and was called “Aunt Bessie”.]  

 
This is the life story of my grandmother, Francis Elizabeth Humble, daughter of George 

H. Humble and Mary Ann Adamson Gates. She was born in Burtley, Durham Co. England, on 
December 6, 1828. 

As a young lady, she worked as a dressmaker and a tailor and lived at home. She did 
home nursing and was very good at taking care of the sick. She picked up many home remedies, 
which they had to depend on. This came in handy in rearing her own family and especially on 
the ship "Man O War", when they sailed to America [about 1854]. She wrote them down and 
brought them with her when she came to Utah. She put them to use, caring for the sick, wherever 
she moved. 

Grandpa Ferguson, Jacob [Jacob Singleton Ferguson], was put on a ship by his brothers 
when he was just 12 years old. His folks had died and left him quite a big estate and they turned 
the money over to an older brother and he was to see his brother through, but instead of taking 
him into their home, they put him on a ship as the ship’s runner boy or lackey. All of the old 
fellers on the ship gave him drinks. He lived on that ship until he was a grown man. He just went 
ashore to get groceries and went right back on the ship. 

While Francis was taking care of her brothers and sisters, a knock came at the door by a 
young man, who had seen her through her window and wanted to get acquainted with her. He 
said that he fell in love with her just as soon as he saw her. She invited him in. He introduced 
himself and she liked visiting with him. His name was Jacob Singleton Ferguson. She had to 
bathe all the kids and he combed their hair, etc. She invited him back to meet her parents, when 
he asked if he could see her again. 

They soon fell in love and were married August 31, 1851 in Durham Co., England. 
They had ten children. Francis had a little girl, Susannah, who was born in England 25 April 
1850 (Born out of wedlock. Her father was [O. Robert] “Bob” Smith). She died April 21, 1851, 
when she backed into a kettle of hot soap.  
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Jacob and Francis’ first child, [1] Sarah, was born in England on May 21, 1852. 
They were converted to the Church [of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints] and came to the United 
States on the ship "Man 0 War" [about 1854].  The trip was rough and hard, as they had an 
outbreak of cholera and many died. Here, she put her nursing to good use in caring for the 
seriously sick. Many died and were buried at sea. 

After landing in New York, they joined the first Wagon Train going to the West. It was a 
hard trip, as she was expecting her third child [second with Jacob], a girl, which was later born 
on October 17, 1854, at Emigration Canyon on their way to Utah, three days before they arrived 
in Salt Lake. She was named [2] Mary Ann. The day after she was born, the wagon tipped over, 
the box rested on a rock, thus saving the infant from being crushed.  

They left the Salt Lake Valley and made their home in Spanish Fork, where Jacob 
worked at his trade as a "brick mason" and a "rock mason" and a "brick maker". Soon after 
arriving, they ran out of provisions, and Francis went out and tried to find something to eat, but 
failed. The next day, she tried again and on returning home, found a pan of hot biscuits on the 
table. She never found out who gave them to them, but always felt that it was the miller’s wife. 

That year, the grasshoppers were so bad that they had a hard time getting anything to 
grow. Jacob began to make adobes and build houses in the city of Spanish Fork. He built many, 
many homes in Spanish Fork. Some of them are still in use. 
 

Here in Spanish Fork, Francis gave birth to twin boys, [3 & 4] Jacob and Isaac, on April 
17, 1857. [5] William was born December 7, 1859, and [6] Elizabeth (my mother) was born 
September 17, 1861, both in Spanish Fork. 

 
[It was at this time that Jacob married Francis’ sister, Frances Elizabeth Humble (in 

Polygamy) on May 24, 1862]. 
 
[7] George was born July 10, 1863, after the family moved to Goshen, Utah. At this time, 

the boys were swimming in the Goshen Reservoir and one of the twins, Jacob, drowned on the 
following day, July 11, 1863. While still confined to her bed with this baby [George], they 
brought the little body home and she had them lay the body on the bed beside her while she 
rubbed him, trying to bring him back to life. He was buried in the Goshen Cemetery. 

Brigham Young called many families to move to Southern Utah [1864, called “The 
Muddy” believed to be in Arizona. They called it St. Joseph, now called Overton, Nevada]. 
Jacob volunteered to go [as did his brother, William and William’s wife, Elizabeth Edwards]. 
The journey was very hard and tiresome. They settled in St. Joseph. Here they built their homes 
and corrals and built a town. (Velma has here that it is now Overton, Nevada, but it was out of 
Overton. The family moved two or three times in this area and the last time it was to what is now 
Overton, Nevada.) 

It was in St Joseph, where their eighth child was born on June 30, 1865, and being their 
first child born in Arizona, she was christened with the name [8] "Arizona". They also thought 
that she was the first white child to be born in Arizona. They stayed here on their farms for about 
10 years, where two more children were added to the family. [9] Mary Jane was born August 5, 
1867 and [10] Joseph Humble was born June 30, 1869. (Mary Jane died in 1868 [age 1 yr or 
under] and was buried in St. Joseph Cemetery. Joseph Humble died [9 June 1871, age 2 yrs] in 
Meadow, Utah and was buried in the Meadow Cemetery.) 
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About 1870, the government of Nevada sent their surveyors to complete the State 
boundaries and the line put the town of St. Joseph in Nevada. As soon as the boundaries were 
complete, Nevada sent the tax collectors in to collect ten years of back taxes. Money was so 
scarce and none of the town’s people could pay it. Brigham Young again told them to leave their 
homes and move back to Central Utah. 

On their way back to Utah, they camped in Cedar City one night. When they got up the 
next morning, there was snow on the ground and they had a snowball fight. This was the first 
time Mother ever saw snow.  

Francis and Jacob and Elizabeth and family moved to Kanosh. Another family, the 
Leavitt’s, came with them and also settled in Kanosh. The Leavitt family were always very good 
friends. Florence Leavitt was the same age as my mother, both nine years old, when they left St. 
Joseph. [late 1870, early 1871] Florence later married Joe Christensen. Mother and Florence 
were close friends throughout their lives.  

Jacob built a home where Orville Kimball now lives, in Kanosh, on 2nd North Main 
Street, on the northwest corner. The families lived here for a time. Grandpa was a stone mason, 
brick layer and brick maker and built many homes in Kanosh and Meadow, but most in Spanish 
Fork. 

 
Grandfather [Jacob] had married Grandmother’s sister, [Frances] Elizabeth Humble (in 

Polygamy) on May 24, 1862, in the Endowment, House by D. H. Wells, in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
We called her “Aunt Bessie”. My grandparents accumulated farm property, a dry farm north of 
Kanosh, (We bought it from the Nixon’s at a later time.) and he got a herd of sheep. They all got 
along very nicely for some time. 

They moved from Kanosh to Meadow, where they built a home South of the Preston 
Bennett home and North of the Dan Bushnell home, which was across the street from the tithing 
grainry. The home was across the street from the Hyrum Bell Bennett home on 150 North, 1st 
West Street. 

[It was about this time that daughter Arizona died (7 Dec 1878)]. 
 
They then moved to Moroni, Utah where an infant son of Elizabeth’s [Aunt Bessie] was 

laid to rest. They then moved to Gunnison, Utah, where death again took Elizabeth’s [Aunt 
Bessie] only remaining daughter, Mrs. Francis F. Lewis, [James Nephi Lewis] leaving a newborn 
babe [Victoria, 10 Oct 1882]. They then moved back to Meadow. 
 

My mother [Francis Elizabeth] married John B. Bushnell and [her sister] Mary Ann 
married John Charlesworth. Most of the boys, George, William and Isaac married and settled in 
Idaho, around Shoshone. 

On November 2, 1883, Francis’ son George H. and his cousin William, son of William 
(Jacob’s brother) and Elizabeth Edwards Ferguson were hunting deer about 8 miles from 
Kanosh. George mistakenly shot and killed William, thinking he was a deer. The accident left 
George quite depressed and really changed his naturally cheerful disposition. 

Grandfather and his wives started to have trouble due to Jacob’s drinking, so both wives 
left Jacob about the same time. He started selling one sheep at a time, to buy booze, until he went 
through all of his money before he died. 

Grandfather built himself a dug out home in the "Old Hollow", just North of Al Stott’s 
home, about 250 South Main, on the East side of the street in Meadow. He lived there for some 
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time alone and then moved to Idaho by his sons, where he lived until his death. He was hit by a 
train, which resulted in his death (one note says he died in Victor, Idaho about 1902. He was 
buried in Idaho.) (In a note from Mary A Smith, Driggs, Idaho, she states that Jacob was buried 
at Darby Ward on one of Johny Ferguson’s, lots but doesn’t know where it is nor does her Aunt 
Robina Ferguson.. She states that Jacob died in January 1903). 

Grandmother and Aunt Bessie tried to live together for a while, but by that time Aunt 
Bessie had gone stone blind and Grandma [Francis Elizabeth] Ferguson had lost her hearing. 
Aunt Bessie had lost her eyesight when she had stood over a steaming kettle, boiling down some 
rock salt in the hot sun, in 1888. After that, she had to have assistance to get around. Grandma 
could hear if you yelled loud enough. She got her a long tube or trumpet that you talked into, and 
she could hear. 

Grandma went to Idaho to live for a short time and came back from Idaho about 1904. At 
that time father [John B. Bushnell] built her a small brick home on the highway (the Ray Stott 
home- 1st South on the southwest side of the street), just East of Father’s home (the Tom 
Swallow home-the last home West on 1st South and 1st West) in Meadow. George Ferguson’s 
daughter, Francis, lived with her for a time, until she left and went to Idaho in 1907. Then 
Grandma [Francis Elizabeth] lived alone in her home [in Meadow], where she died 24 July 
1910, at the age of 82. She was buried on the cemetery lot beside her sister and her daughter 
[Francis Elizabeth] and son-in-law [John Brockbank Bushnell], my mother and father. [She was 
survived by 5 of her children: Mary Ann, Isaac, William, Francis Elizabeth, & George.] 

 
Francis’ (Grandma’s) daughter, Arizona, died at the age of nine [dates indicate she was 

13] of Diphtheria, and was unmarried and was later sealed to Father’s [Velma’s father, John 
Brockbank Bushnell] brother, Isaac Bushnell, who died about the same time [29 May 1877]. 
Their families had them sealed to each other. Arizona bad said she was going to have one of 
Grandpa Bushnell’s boys one day. She had a terrific case on the boys. She wouldn’t take any 
money from my Grandma Bushnell for doing errands for her, because she wanted one of the 
boys one day. When Grandma Bushnell’s boy, Isaac died [29 May 1877], Grandma said that 
Arizona had come for her boy. They had them sealed as man and wife, although they were never 
married in this life.  

 
[This implies that Arizona died before Isaac, and that she came for him. However, dates 

indicate that Isaac died (29 May 1877) before the death of Arizona (7 Dec 1878)]. 
 
Grandma was the only person-in town who had flowers in quantity. Wherever she went, 

she gathered seed, bulbs and roots on all her trips, far and near. She was very clean and proud 
and raised an old fashioned garden like most people raise their vegetables in rows. She wore her 
steel corset every day until she died. She always had butter cookies. 

Aunt Bessie lost a married daughter, Francis Elizabeth (married to James Nephi Lewis). 
She died in childbirth when Victoria was born. Aunt Bessie was nursing Hyrum at the time of 
Francis’ death, so she nursed Victoria and raised her and Hyrum as twins. [This is confusing 
since dates indicate that Hyrum would have been 10 ½ at this time.] Aunt Bessie, Victoria and 
Hyrum (Aunt Bessie’s unmarried son) lived together until Victoria went to live with her father, 
when she was older. She married Ennis Robinson from Hatton, Utah. Ennis was a farmer and 
they lived in Hatton and raised a large family. Their children all went to Fillmore to High 
School. Hyrum married Maggie (Margaret Ellen) Edwards. They never had any children. Aunt 
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Bessie lived with them until her death. She died 10 March 1911. She was buried in the Meadow 
Cemetery.  
 
(Hyrum died 25 January 1936 in Meadow and was buried in the Meadow Cemetery. Maggie then 
married George Greener from Kanosh. She was buried in Meadow and George Greener was 
buried in Kanosh.) 
 

Aunt Bessie, Elizabeth, was of a happy disposition; rarely did she complain, taking life as 
it was without a murmur. She remained faithful to the Church as long as she lived. When she 
realized that her time had come, she remarked that she bad no complaints to make; mid, looking 
back over her life, she had no regrets. She felt that she had done as well as could be expected 
under the circumstances and conditions that surrounded her. She passed away at her home 
peacefully on 10 March 1911, at 1:00 P.M. at eighty years and six months. She gave birth to six 
children. (At the time of her death, she was survived by two sons [John Singleton & Hyrum], 
five grandchildren and three great grandchildren.) 
 
(Put together from bits and pieces in Velma’s own handwriting by Joan S. Stott Nov. 7, 2001) 
 
(There may be some errors in the order of the places they moved to and from. I am also not sure 
of the Jacob Ferguson’s building the home down on 150 North on 1st West Street. I am still 
trying to trace this down. Velma also states that her Grandparents - the Bushnell’s - also lived 
here at this site. Bushnell’s, a brother to Velma’s Grandfather, owned the lot on the south, on the 
corner in this earlier time.) 
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Chart here 
Jacob Singleton Ferguson 

4 July 1828 – Jan 1903 
Event/date Francis Elizabeth Humble 

6 Dec 1828 – 24 July 1910 
81 years + 7 mo 

Frances Elizabeth Humble 
AKA: Aunt Bessie 

10 Dec 1830 – 10 March 1911 
80 years + 3 mo 

 
Place age 10 children lived age 6 children lived 
Married 
31 Aug 1851 

23      

England 24 Sarah 
1852 – 1891 

39 yrs    

Came to 
Utah 1854 

26 Mary Ann 
1854 – 1930 

76 yrs    

 29 Isaac (twin) 
1857 – 1937 

80 yrs    

 29 Jacob (twin) 
1857 – 1863 drowned 

6 yrs 
 

   

 31 William 
1859 - 1939 

80 yrs    

Married 
24 May 1862 

33 Francis Elizabeth 
1861 – 1938 

77 yrs 31   

Goshen 
Jacob dies 

35 George 
1863 – 1931 

68 yrs 32 Frances Elizabeth 
1863 - 1883 

20 yrs 

St. Joseph 
1864 

37 Arizona 
1865 - 1878 

13 yrs 33 Jane Ann 
1864 -  

? 

 39 Mary Jane 
1867 – 1868 

1 yr 35 Margaret Ann 
1866 – 1867 

1 yr 

 41 Joseph Humble 
1869 – 1871 

2 yrs 36 Thomas Henry 
1867 - 1878 

11 yrs 

    38 John Singleton 
1869 – 1942 

73 yrs 

Meadow 
1870 or 71 

   41 Hyrum 
1872 – 1936 

64 yrs 

Kanosh       
Meadow       
Moroni 
1878 
Arizona dies 

      

1 Jan 1880 
Kanosh coop 

 Francis E. marries 
John B. Bushnell - 
coop  

    

Gunnison 
1883 

    Frances Elizabeth dies 
after birth of Victoria 10 
Oct 1882 

20 yrs 
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Meadow       
24 July 1910 81 Francis Elizabeth dies 81 yrs    
10 Mar 1911    80 Elizabeth dies 80 yrs 
       
       
 
Francis Elizabeth Ferguson Bushnell 
1 Jan 1880 married John Brockbank Bushnell 
8 children  
 
Kanosh coop store John Delbert 26 May 1883 
1884 – Meadow - sheep   
1885 Isaac Ernest March 1885 
 Amy Elizabeth 20 Dec 1886 
 Mary Ethel 26 Aug 1888 
 William Emmet 14 Oct 1890 
 Luella 13 Dec 1896 
 Velma 11 July 1899 
 Bernard 7 Jan 1902 
   
29 May 1928 
John B. Bushnell dies 

  

18 June 1938 
Francis E. F. Bushnell dies 

  

   
 


